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F.B.L and Police in Dispute 
On Summer Olympics Role 


By ROBERT LINDSEY 

Sptclil to Tk» N*w York TUnu 


LOS ANGELES, Feb. 8 — While all 
eyes are focused on the 1984 Winter 
Olympics, Federal and local law-en- 
forcement officials are still deeply 
divided over how they would respond to 
terrorism at the Summer Olympics. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment are both claiming primary Juris- 
diction in the event terrorists take 
Olympic athletes .hostage and it be- 
comes necessary to deploy armed 
paramilitary forces to rescue them. ; 

Officials of both agencies, as well as 
the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing 
Committee, which is planning the 
Games July 28 to Aug. 12, say they are 
sure the dispute will soon be resolved. 
But they concede that they have been 
giving similar assurances since the dis- 
pute came to light last summer. 

Daryl Gates, the Los Angeles Police 
Chief, is to meet in Washington later 
this month with William H. Webster, 
the F.B.L Director, to discuss the mat- 
ter. Mr. Webster testified at a Congres- 
sional bearing on terrorism today that 
the bureau had seen “an increased pro- 
pensity on the part of terrorist groups 
to plan and carry out terrorist acts in 
the United States.” 

Outside security experts say they are 
increasingly worried that even the ap- 
pearance of a disagreement cm security 
for the Games could invite terrorist at- 
tacks. 

“My thoughts are, it’s going to be re- 
solved one way or another/’ said Ken- 
neth Hill, a White House official who is 
monitoring Olympic security planning 
for the Reagan Administration, “but 
I’m concerned that this is starring to 
overshadow all the good things that are 
being done” in security arrangements 
for the Olympics. 

Compering for Role 


The F.B.L maintains that Federal 
statutes give it responsibility for pro- 
tection of visiting foreign officials, a 
category that it says includes foreign 
athletes. 

The bureau says it has developed a 
special unit of more than 40 agents 
specifically trained to rescue hostages 
and deal with terrorists. For months, 
mem be rs of the team have been sur- 
veying the Olympic sites and stockpil- 
ing blueprints of dormitories and other 
facilities. _ 

Law-enforcement officials in more 
than a dozen southern California com- 
munities where Olympic events are to 
take place have a g reed that the F.B.L 
would automatically take charge if 
acts of terrorism occur in their cities . 

But Los Angeles police officials are 
refusing to do so. They argue that the 
concept of a paramilitary police unit 
was invented by their department 
more than a decade ago and that it is 
better suited than the F.B.I. to respond 
to many types of terrorist acts. 

<f We have bad hundreds and hun- 
dreds of successful operations, and 
they have not had any field experience 
yet,” Lieut. Dan Cooke of the Police 
Department said. 

Negotiations on sharing jurisdiction 
for terrorist incidents have been going 
on for months between F.B.I. officials 
and Daryl Gates, the Police Chief of 
Los Angeles. 


At the root of the dispute are conflict- 
ing claims by the Police Department 
and the F.B.L that each has the na- 
tion's pre-eminent special weapons and 
tactics paramilitary unit There are 
also conflicts over which agency would i 
set strategy and be in overall command 
if efforts were made to take athletes or j 
other foreigners hostage within Los An- \ 
geles, where most of the Olympic j 
events are to take place. 


Although Israel and several other na- j 
tions will bring security agents, only 
American security officials will be al- ; 
lowed to possess firearms within the ! 
two university areas designated as 1 
Olympic villages for athletes. If the j 
! foreign countries are unhappy about j 
the restrictions, they have not re- 1 
sponded publicly. 

High-Technology Tools 


‘This Olympics will be the first in 
which we take full advantage of high 
{technology in security," said Edgar 
j Best, a former F.B.1. agent who is in 
charge of security for the -organizing 
! committee. 

The thousands of identification 
badges for athletes, report er s and offi- 
cials at the Games, tor example, he 
said, will be electronically coded and 
checked by computers to guard against 
counterfeiting or alteration. 

-In an unus ual step, the Federal Gov- 
ernment is p ermitting some local do- 
bee officials who have undergone back- 
ground checks to hav e lipltetf access to 


computerized data 
Central intelligence 


thered bv the i 




tionai Security Agency and the F 
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terrorists. 


ately, some security officials for 
the Games say the threat that worries 
them most would be a suicidal attack 
by terrorists to attract attention to a 
cause. Terrorists who have a nuclear 
device or say they do would be another 
major concern. 

Besides domestic terrorist groups, 
officials say they are particularly wor- 
; ried about Armenian terrorists who 
have been seeking revenge against 
Turks because of a 1915 massacre of 
their people; Palestinian, Puerto 
Rican and Irish nationalists; Moslem 
extremists, and certain European 
.groups. _ 

Staff of lt y 9M 


Officials say more than 16,000 people 
will be involved in providing security 
for the event. Most will be unarmed 
temporary employees who have under- 
gone security checks. 
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